


“There is always one more thing to learn.”

Steve Jobs
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Number of claims by area - 2017/18

Personal injury 
litigation

5%

Libel/defamation
1%

Property and 
conveyancing

25%

Commercial
19%

Lease
3%

Mortgage
9%

Wills and estates
9%

Family law
7%

Miscellaneous
5%

Small business
2%

Commercial 
litigation

15%



Overview – conveyancing best practice program

Five things property lawyers do well:

• Create precedents.

• Obtain all relevant certificates and searches.

• Know about the Sale of Land Act 1962 (Vic) and Transfer of Land Act 1958 (Vic).

• Adapt to change.

• Understand the value of their work.



Create precedents - quiz

What amendments would you make to this special condition?

The purchaser shall not prior to settlement lodge any caveat pursuant to section 89 of the 
Transfer of Land Act 1958 (Vic) over or with respect to the property or the parent title 
described in the particulars of sale.



Create precedents - question

What off-the-plan special conditions may breach section 23 of the Australian 
Consumer Law?

Further information 

See article by William Rimmer ‘Trojan Horses’ LIJ August 2016.



Obtain all relevant certificates and searches – recent case 

‘…..Offering modern luxury and style with 
exceptional finishes, you'll also enjoy the 
benefits of a large separate office (with 
beautiful built-in timber shelving and bar), 
gas ducted heating and evaporative 
cooling throughout, an environmentally-
friendly fully irrigated watering system to 
the front and rear gardens via the Septic 
Treatment Plant and a 4,500-litre rain 
water tank with new Onga pump…..’



Obtain all relevant certificates and searches - question

What discussions do you have with clients about obtaining a building information 
certificate?



Know about the Sale of Land Act 1962 (Vic) and Transfer of Land Act 
1958 (Vic) - digital transformation timeline



Know about the Sale of Land Act 1962 (Vic) and Transfer of Land Act 
1958 (Vic) - question

When acting for a mortgagee, how do you satisfy sections 74(1A) and 87A of the 
Transfer of Land Act 1958 (Vic)?



Adapt to change - question

What proactive marketing activities do you do?

Here is an example of a brochure prepared by 
LPLC.



Understand the value of their work

How much do you charge for conveyancing?
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